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In Hama on the Rebel River you will encounter the old city of 

Hama through the photographs, letters and paintings of a group 

of Danish expedition members participating in the excavation 

of the city’s prehistoric Bronze Age remains. Hama is the fourth 

largest city in Syria, and in the 1930s when the Danish expedition 

took place it was also one of the best-preserved Ottoman 

Period towns in the region. Hama is well known for its huge 

waterwheels and aqueducts, which brought water from the river 

Rebel (Orontes) to buildings and gardens around the town.

However, behind the façade of this picturesque town, forces 

were at play to change the political and social fabric of French 

Mandatory Syria forever.
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A unique depiction of Syrian Hama 
of the 1930s


